Why Bear Sleeps All Winter

Adapted from Native American Tale by
Dr. Mike Lockett

Fuzzy Rabbit was a friendly little animal
with a big heart. She was always
helping other animals. When Little Frog
had nowhere to play, Fuzzy Rabbit dug
a hole in the ground and filled it with
water. She helped Little Frog turn that

hole into a really nice mud puddle to

play in.

Fuzzy Rabbit saw Squirrel making a
nest. She gathered armloads of leaves
to put in the nest to help Squirrel stay
warm and comfortable.

Fuzzy Rabbit watched Brother Mole
moving rocks so he could dig a hole to
live in. She helped mole move the

rocks.

All the animals said, "Thank you." They
all offered to help Fuzzy Rabbit if she

ever needed help.

Then Fuzzy Rabbit helped Big Brown
Bear. Bear had spent the summer
eating berries that grew on bushes.
Bear had eaten honey from bee hives.
But, now Bear was hungry again. Fuzzy
Rabbit gave Big Brown Bear acorns she
had collected for her own dinner. She
gave Big Brown Bear carrots and
cabbage she had collected from local
farms. But, Big Brown Bear did not say,
"Thank you." Big Brown Bear just said,
MORE!"
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Big Brown Bear followed Fuzzy Rabbit
everywhere! Every time Fuzzy Rabbit
stored up food for winter, Big Brown
Bear said, "More!" Then Big Brown Bear
ate all the food. Big Brown Bear became
a BIG problem. When Fuzzy Rabbit
filled a hollow log with food for winter,
Big Brown Bear said, "More." He
climbed in to eat the food and take a

nap.

Fuzzy Rabbit went to Little Frog,
Squirrel and Brother Mole for help.
"What can I do?" asked Fuzzy Rabbit. "I
am small, and Big Brown Bear is BIG.
He keeps eating the food I need to live
through the winter. Right now, he is

living in my house in the hollow log."

Little Frog, Squirrel and Brother Mole
decided to help Fuzzy Rabbit. Squirrel
filled up both ends of the hollow log
with leaves. Little Frog packed mud
against the leaves at the ends of the
log. Brother Mole used the mud to pack
rocks into the ends of the log. "Now,
Fuzzy Rabbit," they said. "Use your feet
to pack the rocks tightly into the mud."
That is what Fuzzy Rabbit did.

Big Brown Bear slept while they
worked. When Big Brown Bear woke up,
it was dark inside the log. "It must be
night," he thought. Then he went back
to sleep. He slept, and he slept, and he
slept. Fuzzy Rabbit found a new home
and filled it with food. Winter came.
Fuzzy Rabbit was able to stay warm and

had enough to eat thanks to his friends.
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Big Brown Bear finally woke up when he
heard birds chirping outside the log. He
pushed the leaves, dried mud and rocks
out of the log and went outside. It was
spring. "I slept all winter," he said. "I
think I will do that every winter from

now on.

That was long ago. Fuzzy Rabbit still
tries to be kind to all of the other
animals, including Big Brown Bear. But
Fuzzy Rabbit always knows that she will
have enough food for the winter
because she does not have to share
with Big Brown Bear. Bear always

sleeps all winter!

E R AEEET AN S SR AU » {4 A BE
TS MHEER AR G R B
HeBH o BT HIE - XBERT oz T E
T —BEA R FARES R AR E AR
S FAHER -

HELRRALIFIERE T - BERBED)
R T EFFEMAENY) - BIEATREE - HE
BRENEMEH EHHREBL KNt
FREENAIFIE T ZBY) > AR — (4
x|

Translation Done by Dr. Tresha Chen,

Educator in Hsinchu, Taiwan



