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“Hi, Grandpa,” said Eleni. “Where are
we going?”’

Grandpa Mike smiled as his
granddaughters, Juli® and Eleni got into
the car. “We are going to the Apple and
Pork Festival in Clin‘g)n, Illinois.”

‘But, what will we do?”” asked Eleni.

“We are going to watch people
making apple cider and apple bltter.
There will be games, pony rides and craft
making. They will have a flea market and
lots of great food, including pork chop
sandwiches and apple pie.” "

“What is a flea market?”

Grandpa Mike said, “People will sell
all kindssof things, especially antiques
and apple products. Grantma even
brought a cat home from a flea market at
an apple festival. She named it Apple.”
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“Our festivals are sma&l. But, there are

really big festivals. Over 50,000 people

go to the Bayfield, Wisconsin Apple
Festival each year. Like ofir festival, they
eat lots of apple desserts, and have a kid’s
area with rides and games. But, theyghave
a 400 member band playing in a giant
parade. Native Americans play drums and
dance at the event. z%p(ﬁ)ular festival in
North Carolina attracts over 160,000,
visitors each year.”

“Why do so many people go to
festivals?”

“They like. the fresh air, thefood, music
and the entertainment including cloggers,
stagecoach rides and hayrides, quilting
contests, baking contests, apple decorating
races, chainsaw wood carving, petting
zoos and more. Children like pie eating
contests, apple peeling contests and even
plays about Johnny Appleseed.”
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“I know about him. He planted apple [RAESM o 25 41 {11 58 B 2% S it
trees across America 200 years ago,” said ~ ZERH - | LHFRFR -
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“That’s right,” said Grandpa Mike. TP - B - SERSHR ARERIN T [ 52
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good soil, where it is not too hot or too
cold. The world’s top apple producers
are China, the United States, Turkey,
Poland and Italy. In Asia, China an? :

Korea have apple festivals in Asia. The e o Ay EE
FIE4% = |

UK, Ireland, France, Italy, Germany, ;

Austria have festivals in Europe.
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“Do you want to know something
funny?” asked Grandpa Mike.

“Sure.”

“Apple trees are a member of the rose
family. There are over 7,500 varieties of
apples in the world.”

“That isn’t funny.”

“Okay, how about this? The world’s
longest apple peel was created by a 16
years old girl. It was 172 feet long. And,
a festival in Kentucky bakes the world’s
largest apple pie. It is ten feet across.”

“Grandpa, I know another funny thing.
If you cut an apple in half around the
middle, you can see a star,” said Eleni.

“Let’s buy some apples so I can see
that star,” said Grandpa.

“I like the way you think!” said Eleni.
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