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“Hurray,” said Grandpa Mike. “We @ ’ i* “ £ &
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“What are you talking about?” asked
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stories at a New Year’s celebratio . Over
400 families will be there for dinner and
an evening of fun.”

“T know that Chinese New Year is
celebrated in New York and San
Francisco. They both have large Chinese
populations. But, why Indiana?”

Grandpa answered, “Indianapolis,
Indiana has a large number of Taiwanese
and Chinese citizens who work in
American businesses. The holiday is
important to them. Many people live far
from their families in Asia. They get
together here to celebrate the New Year
with their friends.”

“Will there be a meal?” asked
Grandma. “I love Chinese food.”

“Oh, Grandma- - The food will be
wonderful. There will be pork, fish, duck
and chicken. Families will bring sweets
to share. There will be a lot of sticky rice,
soup and vegetables to eat.”
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“T am looking forward to all the
special sauces that will be served. It’s
hard to find good Chinese food in our
own city.”

“I remember seeing beautiful red and
gold decorations around the Lunar New
Year. I also remember how children liked
red envelopes. Why do they like red so
much?”

“There is a story about a monster that
used to come during the New Year. Then

people learned that the monster feared the

color red. So, red is thought to be a lucky
color. Parents and grandparents give their
children money in red envelopes. They
also give them gifts. Sometimes bosses
give their employees red envelopes with
money in them. They also treat their
employees to dinner.”

“T think the greatest gift is being able
to get together with friends and family,”
said Granny.

“Part of the celebration includes
wishing peace and happiness to
everyone,” said Grandpa.
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“This is the Year of the Dragon I
wonder if there will be dragon dancer»s at
the celebration. Some cities let Dragon
Dancers parade in the streets carrying a
dragon mask and long colorful body. This
is supposed to chase away evil spirits and
bring good luck. I will tell a story at the
celebration about how Dragons helped
bring rain for the farmers.”

“Does everyone celebrate the holiday
in the same way?”

“No,” answered Grandpa. “Some
places have outdoor markets, street food
stalls, parades, Chinese opera perfor-
mances, and performers, including story-
tellers like me. If there are not many
Chinese people in a city, families might
travel to a bigger city to celebrate.”

“Well, Grandpa, I think we are going
to have fun. Happy Chinese New Yea:
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