“What is that popping sound?” asked
Granny Beck.

“I’m making popcorn to take to the
Fourth of July fireworks tonight,” said
Grandpa Mike.

“Well, hurry, or you will miss the
neighborhood parade.”

“Are our grandchildren in the parade
this year?” asked Grandpa Mike.
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“Yes! Just like our sons were years
ago. They decorated their bicycles in red,
white and blue. The adults will watch
while the children parade around the
block. Everyone will wave small flags
and clap for the children as they ride by.
When the parade is finished, our sons and
their families are coming over for a
picnic.”

“Oh, yeah,” said Grandpa. He licked
his lips. “I made my special barbecue
sauce for the chicken. I’'m also going to
grill hamburgers and hot dogs. Other
people are bringing potato salad, baked
beans and coleslaw, a wonderful dish
made from cabbage, to our picnic.”

“Grandpa Mike, I picked blue berries
from our bushes in the back yard and
cherries from our tree in the front, and
made two pies to eat. With vanilla ice
cream, we have red, white and blue
sweets for dessert.”
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“Granny, I think th 1t
one of my favorite American holidas
Did you know that some people call this
holiday Independence Day? Our country
has been celebrating its independence
since 1776.”

“Grandpa Mike, I know that. I also
know that 142 nations celebrate their own
independence days. Different countries
celebrate in their own special way and on
their own special day.”

“I will put the popcorn into paper
bags. You get the blankets, flashlights and
bottles of water ready. Okay?”

- “T will,” said Granny Beck.
“We can pull the children in wagons to
rk when it starts to get dark. The
eWorks will start after sundown.
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It is so much fun to see everyone BEIRGFITEE FARELF » AR 2
spread their blankets and sit under the BEAE K BERABIVER - F5d/ V%
_stars watching the fireworks. Little chil- I &rif{k B2 - HEeSREMEFmHRE -
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of the noise. Adults laugh and cheer with ~ FE o FJREBCA FE BRI S TR AR -
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way people bring their radios. The bursts MK Z=HIEE -

fireworks are timed with the music PEK G R » A/ DY R R
played by local radio stations. It’s called a ~ FRAUEE LklEZE T o iSRRI & BHR
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When the fireworks are over, the M _E R - FRMERF A RIS & f

ung children usually fall asleep onthe  FEHEHFHI—K - J

‘ y home. That’s when we light
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arklers and play with the older children




