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LITERATURE

How Man Became Master of Fire y

Don’t forget to look after the fire

B American folktale retold by Dr. Mike Lockett, The Normal Storyteller; edited by Linda Ludwig
PAGE DESIGN BY ANGELA CHANG / ILLUSTRATED BY ARNOLD LEE

ear once was the most powerful creature Bear walked into the forest and began to eat
in the world. Bear was smart. Bear was berries. The berries were so good that Bear
strong and mighty. Bear was the master completely forgot about Fire.

of FIRE.
Bear was the only creature that knew how to s Usage Tip

light a fire and keep it alive so it would not go But Bear forgot to add wood to it so that it would not
die. (p.32, line 16)

out. Bear always kept his fire burning. Fire kept

his cave bright and dry. Fire kept other creatures Wi die HRTDUHASRERA ~ Bk ~ N -
* We sat on the beach and watched the sunset die.
Your turn

away. They all feared Fire.

One day, Bear put his nose in the air. He sniffed 1o
once. He sniffed twice. He sniffed a third time.
Then he walked to the opening of his cave. Bear
smelled something fragrant. It was raspberries.
He liked raspberries, so he left his cave to hunt
for them. He left Fire burning inside a circle of s
rocks. But Bear forgot to add wood to it so that it
would not die.
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HOW MAN BECAME MASTER OF FIRE

“l need food,” called Fire. “Feed me!” Fire Man walked by and heard Fire crying. “l need
needed sticks or straw or anything that burned to food, or | will die.” Man pulled a handful of dry
stay alive. “Please come back and feed me, Bear, grass from the ground and placed it onto the
or | will die.” hot cinders. Man bent down and gently blew on

But, Bear could not hear Fire. Bear was far os the cinders. He had seen how the blowing wind
away filling his belly with raspberries. caused fires to burn brighter. The grass began to

“Please feed me,” called Fire one more time. burn. Man picked up dead pine cones and sticks
Only a few burning cinders remained. Fire was and added them. Then he added some dead
almost dead. branches and twigs from trees.

Fire grew stronger and stronger. ’

Talk About It Usage Tip
© What do you think the meaning of this story is? Bear was far away filling his belly with raspberries.
- I think the meaning of this story is ... (p.33, line 5)
© When are you like Bear? FriE fill one’s belly 5 AdR fill one’s stomach » ffij fill
- L am like Bear when ... one’s belly with something % © FI AP ARIILET 5 -
« The little boys filled their stomachs with ice cream after 7]
the ball game. =

Your turn
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Fire allowed Man to cook his dinner over its
flames. Then Fire promised to remain friends with
Man and live with him. Fire would light his home
at night. Fire would keep Man warm and dry. Man
left to find a container to carry Fire home with him.

In the evening Bear returned home. His belly
was full. But now Bear was cold, and his cave
seemed dark. Bear entered his cave and moved
toward Fire. Fire turned away and would not
make Bear warm. When Bear tried again to
come close to Fire, it became hot and burned the
whiskers on Bear’s face. Bear pulled away in
pain and ran into the forest. He did not try to go
near Fire again.

Man soon returned with a clay jar to carry Fire
home with him. Man learned to light Fire and how
to keep Fire burning. He also learned how to use
Fire in daily life. Ever since that time, all fire has
belonged to Man. &

05

Word Bank 3
look after (phrv) [luk][ zfte] BE - HE.@E
I have to look after Jan’s kids this afternoon.

mighty (adj) [‘marti] 57

That boy might be little, but he is mighty in strength.
raspberry (n) [rez beri] BT - T4

I love to pick and eat raspberries in the summer.

completely (adv) [kem plitli] SE2= + f/EHh
Bob is completely changed after his first year of college.

belly (n) ["beli] ftF : B
Bob’s big belly shook when he laughed.

handful (n) [‘hand ful] —i (Z&) ; 28
Philip took a handful of peanuts out of the dish to eat
with his drink.

pine cone (n) [pamn][kon] FAS » FAER
As we walked through the forest, we picked up pine
cones from under the trees.

twig (n) [twig] #HEE - B
Birds use twigs to make their nests.

flame (n) [flem] X ; K&
The flames started to die down after the firemen poured
water on them.

turn away (phrv) [ten][o"we] BEEfE ; 5 HEH
Johnny turned away from his mother after she told him
he couldn’t go fishing.

whisker (n) ['wisker] (3 BEE#M) 5% S5
My cat’s whiskers are really long.

jar (n) [dzar] #; (BEO) M\
Could you please buy me a jar of jam when you go to
the store?

More Information
sniff (v) [snif] 12 - f4
cinder (n) [‘sinda] A

Word Bank Focus

flame (v) [flem] fi---JA%E
The strong wind flamed the fire.
flame (n) [flem] #A
Helen is an old flame of Bob’s.
go up in flames (idiom) [go][apImn][flemz] {3~ —/E
All of Mary’s plans for the future went up in flames because she failed
her exams.

Usage Tip
Bear pulled away in pain and ran into the forest.
(p.34, line 12)

BhiA FrEE pull away FHE A move away ¢ withdraw - 3
TR ~ R, -

e When I tried to wipe Billy’s face clean, he pulled away
and wouldn’t let me.

Your turn




