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SAVING THE MOON

“Snap! Snap!” The crab snapped its pinchers. Warriors armed with swords, knives and
They sounded like thunder. spears appeared. Their eyes showed fear as
If the crab caught the moon and ate it, the night they looked at the largest crab they had ever
sky would be dark forever. The princess knew seen. It grabbed at the moon. One pincher
her people were at a feast. People were dancing o reached higher than before and almost caught
and having fun. No one would see the crab until the moon. But the moon slipped from the crab’s
it was too late. She needed help to stop the crab grip, and the crab fell on its back..
from eating the moon. Suddenly the princess
had an idea. She found an empty conch shell,

put it to her lips and blew. A loud noise came out. » Lalk About It
“Barroooo!ll” © What are some stories in your culture about the moon?
- A story about the moon in my culture is ...

They princess watched thy erab's glEht pinchers © What is the most famous story about beaches and tides

get closer and closer to the moon. “Snap! Snap! that you know?

Snap!” She blew in the shell again and again. The - The most famous story about tides and beaches
: that I know is ...

crab’s claws got closer and closer to the moon! 15

© Why do you think the crab tried to grab the moon? ;
- Because the crab ... ‘

The princess blew one more time with the loudest
breath yet. As the sound died out, the drums
stopped beating. The princess looked toward the
village and saw a line of torches coming toward her.
The waving line of torches looked like a giant snake 2o
coming down the mountain side on the way to th
beach. She blew the shell one more time and
ran towards her people.

Usage Tip s
“Snap! Snap!”’ The crab snapped its pinch
They sounded like thunder. (p. 13, line I)

HEBERY snap FsEiEy » TS E R
A PR RV R R S AR ;
* The fire crackled in the fireplace.
Your turn ~




ss grabbed pear and ran to where
the crab was trying to get up. She ran up the side
of the crab. She aimed her spear at the crab’s
soft belly and stabbed him. Every warrior did the
same while dodging the pinchers.

One warrior cut off one of the claws. Then the
other claw was cut off. Soon the crab was dead,
and the moon was safe.

The bravery of the princess saved the moon.
The night skies are still lit by the moon. Ships can
sail by the light of the moon. The waters of the
oceans still go from high tide to low tide and back
again. People say it is the pull of the moon that
causes these tides. But, islanders say it is the
waters still flowing in and out of the crab’s home
at the bottom of the sea. &

Usage Tip

It grabbed at the moon. (p. 13, line 4)

Frif grab at something FEES TN FEEE R -

e Harry grabbed at the rope but missed it and fell to the
ground.

Your turn
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Word Bank

defeat (v) [drfit] %25k - B
We defeated the other team when we played baseball
today.

crawl (v) [krol] T&fT ; FEIRIHE
The little boys crawled under the building to look for
their lost kitten.

tide (n) [tad] #f ; #ik
The tide began to come in when we were at the beach,
so we left.

grab (v) [grab] §I{E ; #HL
The little girl tried to grab the candy out of her mother’s
hand.

snap (v) [snep] #HiEguEsE ; SRR
The dog snapped his teeth down overthe bone and ran
away with it.

feast (n) [fist] Hs s =dr
There was a lot of food at the wedding feast.

claw (n) [klo] (LR - FEEIYHT) 2
Keep your fingers away from the claws when you pick
up live crabs.

shell (n) [Jfel] #% : 2
Susan’s favorite activity is to walk on the beach and
look for shells.

sword (n) [sord] %
People used to fight with swords before guns were
invented.
spear (n) [spir] F ; §Zig
I got a real spear when I was traveling in Africa!
stab (v) [stzb] #il - &
The man got stabbed during a fight and was taken to
the hospital.

dodge (v) [dad3] PI%: - BB
Jon had to dodge falling rocks as he came down the
mountain.

bravery (n) [breveri] 58 ({7k) ; B

The policeman’s bravery saved many lives.

pincher (n) [‘pntfa] #

pinch (v) [pmtf] % ; #

conch shell (n) [kapk/kant/][[el] #HZEH%
warrior (n) [‘worias] B+ - (HR) Kt
grip (n) [grip] %48 ; M

islander (n) ["allend>] BE

Word Bank Focus =
stabbing (n) ['stebmy] FE7JEEA (HF)
There were four stabbings in the city last night.
stab someone in the back (idiom) [stab][’sam_wan][in][da][bak]
EEERIE (A —7] ) BkEE
I thought Ray and I were friends until I realized he had been stabbing me
in the back.
stab (n) [steb] #iHl
The question is very difficult, but I want to take a stab at answering it.
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