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How Chipmunis Gok Its Stripes

ear was big and strong. But Bear was

not kind and liked to bully others. Bear
wanted everyone to look up to him.

‘I am big and strong,” said Bear. “l can do
anything.”

“No, you can’t.” said Chipmunk. Chipmunk was
tired of Bear trying to act more important than
everyone else. “You can’t do everything.”

“Yes, | can,” said Bear. “I am big and strong.
See how strong | am.” Bear tugged at a tree, and
it came out by its roots.

“You are strong, Bear. But, you can’t keep the
sun from coming up.”

Teasing can be dangerous

B A folktale retold by Mike Lockett, The Normal Storyteller;
PAGE DESIGN BY ANGELA CHANG / |

05

ller; edited by Linda Ludwig =
USTRATED/BY.ARNGUD I'EE] .

ey e =

“Yes, | can,” said Bear. “| can do anything.”

“No, you can’t!”

“Yes, | can.”

“Prove it,” said Chipmunk and all the other
animals.

“Tomorrow | will stop the sun from coming up,”
boasted Bear. As the sun set in the west, Bear
sat down and faced the opposite direction —
east.

Chipmunk and all the other animals sat down
behind Bear. Everyone sat there all night long.
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Bear stood up as the morning light began to
show in the sky. “I am Bear. | am strong. The sun
will not come up.” But the sun began to climb out
of the black sky. '

“| am big and strong,” said Bear. “The sun will
not come up!”

But the sun kept climbing in the sky. Chipmunk
grinned, “Bear, are you sure that you can do
everything?”

Bear growled at Chipmunk. Then he looked at
the sun. It was nearly all the way up in the sky.
Bear tried one more time. “I am big. | am strong.
The sun will not come up!” But the sun came up.
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HOW CHIPMUNK GOT ITS STRIPES

Bear turned around and looked at the other
animals. They were all howling with laughter.
Chipmunk was laughing. He was laughing so
hard that he fell down on the ground. He laughed
until his belly hurt. Then Bear roared, “I could not
stop the sun from rising, but | can eat you!” ’

Talk About It
© What kind of things do you boast about?
- Sometimes I boast about ...

© Do you ever tease anyone? Why?
- Yes, I tease people about .../ No, I ...
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Bear reached out his paw and pinned
Chipmunk to the ground.

Chipmunk said, “l should not have teased you,
Bear. You are big and strong. Please let me say a
prayer before you eat me. | deserve to die. Just
let me say my prayer.”

“Say your prayer quickly,” said Bear.

“You are holding me so tight,” said Chipmunk,
‘I cannot breathe. Let me loose to say my prayer
before you eat me.”

Bear lifted his paw just a bit. Chipmunk
squeezed out from under Bear’s claws and ran
toward his hole. He was almost in his hole when
Bear’s claws raked across his back leaving three
long scratches.

Bear is still big. Bear is still strong. But Bear
is not very smart. He doesn’t remember hurting
Chipmunk so many years before.

But Chipmunk still remembers.
He has three long scars

along his back. They
remind him of what
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happens when one
animal makes fun of

another. B§

Usage Tip

Bear lifted his paw just a bit. (p. 26, line 11)

BT just a bit ReRlET  FILUEATHE SRS ORI AL 1h
L

* The lion lifted his head just a bit to smell the air for
something to eat.
Your turn
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look up to (idiom) [luk]{ap]ltu] #fll - %
Little Johnny really looks up to his father.
tug (v) [tag] (1) #8 f2
She tugged the shirt out of the closet.
boast (v) [bost] #H - I
Frank always boasts about his good grades.
opposite (adj) [‘apozit] Y » EHEAY
Bob and Ken kept calling to each other from opposite
sides of the building.
grin (v) [grn] Wi - @pse
Charlene grinned as she ate the last piece of chocolate.
laughter (n) [lefte] % ; %8
There is always a lot of laughter when Becky is around.
belly (n) ['beli] 1 - &
The baby’s belly is full of milk.
roar (v) [ror] WA ; iy
The lion roared at the deer as they ran past him.
paw (n) [po] #E RERIEEAYIT; 10T
My cat put her paw on my face to get my attention.
prayer (n) [prer] B0 i
We always say a prayer to thank God for our food before
we eat.

deserve (v) [drzsv] {E15 @ [
Bob doesn’t deserve a good grade in history because he
never studies.

squeeze (v) [skwiz] (PRI#EH ) B - 755
The six girls squeezed into the car and drove to the mall
to go shopping.

More Informatio
chipmunk (n) ["t/ip mank] {E3EE
stripe (n) [straip] 557 - BT
growl (v) [graul] Wi - (€]

rake (v) [rek] #iiid : (FA0F) #2
scar (n) [skar] 3 - GRE

Word Bank Foc

laugh (v) [lef] % A%
The movie was so funny that we laughed until we cried.

taugh off (phrv) [lef]jof] #--—%FH 2
Beverly laughed off everyone's comments that she come to work on
time.

laughable (adj) [lxfobol] BT « FEHIT
Ron’s poor excuse for not doing his homework is laughable. No one
believes him.




