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- Word got back to the emperor who wanted
to hear the bird. So he assigned the lord
- chamberlain, the emperor’s chief advisor, to
bring him the nightingale. The lord chamberlain
walked to the woods.

“Dear nightingale,” said the lord chamberlain,
“the emperor wishes to hear your beautiful
music.”

“Please tell him that when he comes to the
any years ago a kind emperor lived 1 forest, | will prepare a special concert for him,”
in Ancient China. He had the most said the nightingale.

)

beautiful palace in the world. High “The emperor does not leave the palace,” said
walls surrounded the palace. And beautiful the lord chamberlain. “He asks that you sing for
gardens were tended by the emperor’s servants. him there.”

In a forest that surrounded the gardens lived 1s
a nightingale who made beautiful music. The

Usage Tip

In a forest that surrounded the gardens lived a

gardeners often talked about the bird’s sweet nightingale who made beautiful music. (p. 14, line 15)
songs. FAJARs ¢ A nightingale who made beautiful music lived

in a forest that surrounded the gardens. FEEISEHR{ET] L
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* In a village not far from here lives a wise old man and
his wife.

Your turn




“But | am happy in my woods,” said the
nightingale.

“You would make the emperor happy if you
would come and sing for him.”

At this, the nightingale agreed. The emperor

and his court were all charmed by the beautiful
concert. At the end of his concert, the nightingale
said, “Now | must go home.”
- “You may not go,” said the emperor. “You must
stay here and be my court singer.” So, the lord
chamberlain caught the nightingale and put him
into a cage.

The nightingale refused to sing or eat. He laid
down on the bottom of the cage pretending to be
dead. When a servant opened the cage to check
on him, he flew out of the cage. He continued
flying all the way back to the woods.

The emperor missed the singing and
demanded a replacement. So craftsmen made
a toy bird, but it wasn’t the same. It had to be
wound up, and the sound was loud and shrill.

The emperor became so sad that he became ill
and couldn’t get out of bed.

When he heard about the emperor, the
nightingale knew he had to go back to the palace.

Usage Tip
The emperor became so sad that he became ill and
couldn’t get out of bed. (p. 15, line 22)

FJ8I so adj that ... FEEHKREAR - Wk adj YT that
FHIHIRER -

» ] was so tired that I couldn’t keep my eyes open last night.
Your turn
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THE CHINESE NIGHTINGALE

Talk About It

© Do you think the emperor had the right to lock
the nightingale in a cage? Why or why not?
- Yes, I do because .../ No, I don’t because ...

© Would you have done what the nightingale did?
- Yes, because .../ No, because ...

© What do you think this story is trying to teach us?
- [ think this story is trving to teach us ...

The nightingale flew out of the forest,
over the palace walls and through an open
window. He flew until he got to the emperor’s
bedroom. There, he lit on the bedpost and
began to sing. What sweet music! The
emperor opened his eyes in amazement. He
immediately started to regain his health. !

“Thank you, little nightingale. Your music is
a gift. | feel better already.”

“I will stay if you like,” said the nightingale,
though he did not know how he could sing if
he was to be caged. ’
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The emperor said, “My people expect me
to be in my palace. Your music made me feel
like | was free. | cannot cage you again.” The
emperor commanded that the bedroom window

be opened so the bird could leave. “Please come s

back and sing for me again.”

Thus it was that every night afterward, the
nightingale would leave the forest and fly to the
emperor’s window.

Before going to sleep, the emperor always 1o

made certain the bedroom window was up. Then
the nightingale could fly back home. &

Usage Tip
The nightingale flew out of the forest, over the palace
walls and through an open window. (p. 15, line 21)

Al AT R RE: out of the forest/over the palace

walls/through an open window » 326472 IH ST

HUE A ShFE iR - (e e |

e Mary walked out of the house, across the lawn and
down the street.

Your turn

Word Bank

e

emperor (n) [‘empora] 57

The emperor provided for all who lived in his kingdom.
palace (n) [‘pelis] =

You can tour the palace and see how the king used to live.
tend (v) [tend] fHk : ey

Shannon tended to dinner while her kids set the table.

assign (v) [e'sam] 5 ; $ER
Shirley assigns us different work to do every day.
advisor (n) [xd'vaize:] [
That man is very important. He is an advisor to the
president.
charm (v) [tfarm] %3] : Fk
Annabelle’s house is very charming.
pretend (v) [pri‘tend] (B4 ; %547
The boy pretended to be asleep so he didn’t have to give
up his seat on the bus.
demand (v) [di'mend] #FIZR ; Bhask
The little boy demanded that his mother give him a cookie.
replacement (n) [rrplesment] (v ; B,
I need to find a replacement for the cup I broke.
amazement (n) [o'mezmont] 37 : X
Francine looked at Bill in amazement when he asked her
to marry him.
immediately (adv) [rmidiitli] 7% ; & -
When she returned from her trip, Sharon immediately
called her mother.
command (v) [ke'maend] @4 : H55
The boss commanded his employees to work every other
Saturday.
afterward (adv) [‘aftowed] 7% ; Dl
She sang beautifully during the competition and afterward
was asked to sing with a famous singer.

More Information
nightingale (n) ['nartin gel] %%
court (n) [kort] EiE

craftsman (n) [kreftsmon] T[F
shrill (adj) [frl] (%) #ER LMY
lit (v) [It] f=9%

regain (v) [ri‘gen] HEHTIE(S ; Pkig

" __Word Bank Foc
advise (v) [od'varz] 3 : - HRETR
My doctor advised me to get a blood test.
advisee (n) [edvarzi] FHESFFEAEINGES:  BIdms
The professor listed a number of classes for her advisee to take.
advice (n) [ed'vais] TR
My mother gave me important advice about parenting.




