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Does size really matter?

The Blephants and ¢

M An Indian folktale adapted by Mike Lockett, The Normal Storyteller; edited by Linda Ludwig
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any years ago a village in India

suffered a large earthquake. The

villagers left, and mice moved into the
empty houses. The mice were happy with their
new homes for many years until the elephants
came.

There was a lake next to the village. Elephants
had been drinking from and bathing in that
lake for many years. While villagers lived in the
village, the elephants walked around the village
on a narrow path. With the villagers gone, they
began taking a shortcut down the main street of
the village. This caused problems for the mice.

Many of the mice were smashed while walking
across the street. The elephants walked in large
groups visiting with each other on the way to the
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lake. Their heads were in the air as they talked
to each other. They did not even see the little
mice who suffered beneath their feet. The king of
the mice knew the deaths were accidental, but
he decided to talk to the elephants to stop more
deaths.

Usage Tip
With the villagers gone, they began taking a shortcut
down the main street of the village. (p.24, line 11)
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e My best friend lives down the street from our town’s

movie theater.
Your turn
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“Please, mighty elephant,” said the king of the
mice to the leader of the elephants. “My people
respect your need to go to the lake every day.
But, every day, my people are being hurt by your
people. | request that you and your friends take
a different route to the lake. You will save many
lives, and perhaps we can help you someday in
return.”

The leader of the elephants began to laugh.
“Oh, king of mice, you are too small to ever do a
favor for the elephants. But, we are not cruel. We
are sorry for hurting anyone. We will change our
path so we do not endanger you any longer.”

Talk About It
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THE ELEPHANTS AND THE KING OF MICE

The king of the mice thanked him for his
kindness and accepted his apology. The herd of
elephants never entered the village again.

A long time later, the elephants were caught
in traps that were set by elephant hunters. They
were tangled up in thick nets. No matter how they
tried, they could not free themselves. ’

Usage Tip
You will save many lives, and perhaps we can help you
someday in return. (p.25, line 6)

HWRFTRER in return 2% T{EREIER, -
e My neighbor helps me a lot and expects nothing in
return.

Your turn

© Do you think size matters when it comes to helping
someone?
- I think it matters sometimes becaiuise .../
No, I don't think it ever matters because ...

© Do you always keep your promises?
- Yes, I do .../ Not always, because ...
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The leader of the elephants
was one of the elephants caught." e
He remembered the promise of the
king of the mice. He called to one of
the elephants that had not been caught. “Go to
the village by our lake. Find the king of the mice.
Remind him of his promise to help us if we ever
needed it.”

The elephant went with great speed and told
the king what had happened. The king of the
mice immediately assembled all of the mice
and said, “It is time to repay the elephants for
listening to our plea to change their route. Let us
hurry to their aid.” The mice followed the elephant
to where his leader and his friends were trapped.
The mice chewed on the ropes that made up the
nets and cut them loose.

Finally the elephants were set free. They
thanked the mice for their help. “| was mistaken
when | said that you were too small to help us,”
said the leader. “I will never judge anyone again
by the way they look.” &
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Usage Tip
The elephant went with great speed and told the king
what had happened. (p. 26, line 9)

with great speed FJLUHIARIUEHEIG quickly 2% speedily
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* They walked with great speed toward the park because
they heard someone crying.

Your turn
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i== Thefactory in our area closed this year, so nearby

businesses are suffering many losses.

villager (n) ["viledz] &
All of the villagers attended the festival.

beneath (prep) [bimif] % T/
She put her purse beneath her chair.

accidental (adj) [ @ksi'dentl] fBERY ; BEIMNY
Their meeting was accidental, but they ended up becoming
good friends.

request (v) [rrkwest] (g% - ExUy) Gk 2K
Tom requested two weceks off for vacation.

route (n) [rut/ravt] % ; BRE%
The route to the top of the mountain was long and
winding.

endanger (v) [en'dendzo] HHAEFAEGES @ &R
The father endangered his small children by leaving them
alone for several hours.

herd (n) [had] B 5 HB¥

There is a herd of cows by the side of the road.
assemble (v) [o'sembal] #£& » B

Everyone assembled to see the king and queen pass by.
chew (v) [tfu] 1 ; i

Mary told her kids to chew their food well!
loose (adj) [lus] %21 5 AZHi

When the dog finally got loose, it ran all over the yard.
mistaken (adj) [mi'steken] F#511 » SEAY

The teacher was mistaken about the little boy’s ability to

learn another language.

shortcut (n) [Jort kat] f##

smash (v) [smaf] B+ Fit

tangle up (phrv) [tengl][ap] FHER S
repay (v) [r'pe] {H3E : $i%

plea (n) [pli] #:k

accident (n) [‘wksidont] TEHF 1 YHEKL

I saw a really bad car accident on my way to work this morning.
accidentally (adv) [ wksrdenti] FEYM 5 fE2H

Francine accidentally burned the meat she was cooking because she was

on the phone.
accident-prone (adj) [wksidont pron] Gl HEAHN ) HHEL
Bob has broken lots of bones because he is very accident-prone.




