The Gourd-vine
and the Pine Tree

Are you as strong as you think you are?

B A folktale retold by Dr. Mike Lockett, The Normal Storyteller; edited by Linda Ludwig
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nce there was a very tall, old pine tree.

It had been growing for many years in

the quiet woods. The tree had grown

quite slowly and carefully through the years.

os It was nearly the oldest tree in the forest. The

tree raised its head high above the other trees

toward the sky like the king of trees. Even though

it stood high above the other trees, the old pine

never bragged. It never said anything bad about
the other plants in the forest, either.

One spring day a strong breeze brought a
little seed and dropped it at the roots of the
pine tree. It was a proud little seed. It swelled
and puffed out to see how quickly it could
15 burst its hard coat and begin to grow. It
sent out two green vines that grabbed at the
bark of the pine tree. It was going to be a
gourd-vine.

Usage Tip .
One spring day a strong breeze brought a little seed and
dropped it at the roots of the pine tree. (p. 16, line 11)
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e One fall day at the end of October, we took a drive
along the river to see all the leaves that had changed
color.

Your turn




“I will climb to the top of the tree,” said the little
gourd-vine. “l will show everyone how rapidly |
can grow. | refuse to grow slowly like these trees.”

The gourd-vine tugged and pulled at its roots
until they were nearly pulled out of the ground.
It kept calling down to them: “Drink more, drink
more, | say! | must grow faster.” It held on tightly
to the pine tree and climbed and climbed. It
climbed until it was way up to the highest branch.

“Look at me!” screamed the little gourd-vine,
loudly. “You have been growing for a great many
years, and | only began this summer. See how
high | have grown!” Day after day the little gourd-
vine gloated over his growth. “l will soon be the
biggest plant in the forest. | will grow much taller
than all of you!” ’

Usage Tip
“You have been growing for a great many years, and 1
only began this summer.” (p.17,line 11)

FrEf a great many years & TRZ ~ REFAET - WIHAR

€ SRR

» The people had lived in the area a great many years
when they started to see changes.

Your turn

Talk About It

© What is this story trying to teach us?
- This story is 1rying to teach us about ...

© Do you think the gourd-vine was too proud? Why
or why not?
- I think/don't think it was ... because ...

© Why didn’t the pine tree say anything?
- The pine tree didn’t say anything because ...
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Summer passed, and every day the little gourd-
vine bragged to the other trees. But the old pine
tree just rustled its branches and said nothing. It
knew a thing or two.

Fall passed, and even the little gourd-vine
slowed in its growing. Winter came. A huge storm
came. A mighty wind swept through the trees,
bringing snowflakes. The flowers hung their
heads. The birds flew south. The old pine tree did
not mind the cold in the least. It had lived through
many stormy times during its life.

But the poor little gourd-vine! It had grown so
fast that it had forgotten to grow carefully and
well. Its roots were weak. lts stalks were soft.
One cold night the frost touched it, and it fell
in a heap on the ground. Not even the old pine
tree could hold it up. And that was the end of the
proud little gourd-vine.

All the bragging did not help it survive when
times became hard. &

Usage Tip
It knew a thing or two. (p. 18, line 3)
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7% Someone knows a thing or two about ...
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e Frank knows a thing or two about computers.
Your turn
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pine (n) [pam] f ; #aAk

There are so many tall pine trees along this road.

brag (v) [breg] Wi - ZEHE
Frank is always bragging about his high grades.
breeze (n) [briz] #&E « FIE
There was such a nice breeze outside that we decided to
go for a walk.
bark (n) [bark] #i
They took some bark off the tree to help start a fire.
rapidly (adv) [repidli] 1Bk - 7260
Babies grow very rapidly during the first two years of
their lives.
tightly (adv) [‘tartli] 2282t
They all held on tightly to their hats as the wind got
stronger and stronger.
scream (v) [skrim] AEEEE ; L0l
Sheila sereamed at her friends from the upstairs window
to come over and play.
gloat (v) [glot] VHIGEE : = HE4%iH
Mary never gloats when she wins because she knows
how it feels to lose.

mighty (adj) [‘marti] EXAHY ; EAH
The mighty river carried the boat all the way to the sea.
stormy (adj) [“stormi] JEEMY : BMFTAY
No one wants to go home because it is so stormy
outside.
frost (n) [frost] &
The first frost of the year always kills many plants.
heap (n) [hip] (—)
Sara fell into a heap on the floor and cried when Bobby
took away her toy.

gourd (n) [gord] #i - %ﬁ@ﬂr%%
puff out (phrv) [paf]laut] it
rustle (v) [rasel] i (HEalifiEs)
snowflake (n) ['sno flek] it
stalk (n) [smk] xR

Ealaie

frost (v) [frost] 55

The car windows frosted over last night.
frost (v) [frost) HRERE

We are going to frost the cake and then decorate it.
frosting (n) [“frosun] BT HEE

They covered the cake with chocolate frosting.




