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LITERATURE

What happens when you want too much

any years ago there was a spider named “I would love to,” said Anansi. “But | have things
Anansi. Anansi was very clever and also to do.” He knew that if he stayed that Rabbit
ery greedy. There were times when would give him work to do. Anansi was lazy. ‘I
Anansi’s greed caused his cleverness to work know what | will do,” said Anansi. “l will spin a
against him. os web and tie it to my leg. When the greens are
Anansi’s wife was a good cook, but Anansi was done, pull on the web, and I'll come back as fast
greedy. He loved going to his friends’ houses to as | can.”
see what they were eating. He liked to taste the :
food that others in the village made. Usage Tip

When the greens are done, pull on the web, and I’ll
come back as fast as I can. (p. 18, line 5)
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Anansi. “The greens aren’t done,” said Rabbit. WREEE LA, o TS T When B[ E0REB T4+ +
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e When you are finished eating, put your dishes in the
sink, and I'll wash them later.

Your turn

One day, Anansi stopped by Rabbit’'s house. 1o

and eat?”

Talk About It

© What does the story teach about being greedy?
aches that ...
o0 you think that Anansi the spider is clever or not? Explain.
- Yes, I do because .../ No, I don’t because ...
© Have you or someone you know ever been greedy about

something? Tell about what happened.
- Yes. Once l/a friend ...
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So Anansi spun the web, tied it around his leg
and continued down the road. As Anansi walked
away, he smelled mouthwatering beans. “Come
join us,” called the Monkeys. Anansi answered,

“Your beans are marvelous. But | have things to os

do, so | will tie one end of a web to my leg. Pull it
when the beans are done.”

“Now | smell sweet potatoes,” said Anansi.
“‘Mmm!” He sniffed the air and followed the smell

to Hog’s home. “Hello, Hog,” called Anansi. “You 1o

make the best sweet potatoes in the district.”

“Join me. They’ll be done soon,” called Hog.
Anansi licked his lips and again suggested he tie
a web to his leg. He handed Hog the other end.

Usage Tip
“Come join us,” called the Monkeys. (p. 19, line 3)
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e Let’s go get coffee after class, OK?

Your turn

WHY SPIDERS HAVE EIGHT SKINNY LEGS

Before he reached home, he had eight webs
fastened to his eight legs. Just then he felt a pull
on one leg. “That is Rabbit’s house. | need to
hurry to his house to eat before everybody else’s
food is done.”

Anansi was proceeding toward Rabbit’s house
when he felt a pull from the Monkeys’ house. He
stopped. “Greens or beans? Which should | eat
first?” Then he felt a third pull and a fourth. Then
came a fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth.

Anansi felt a tug at his leg. Anansi said, “That
is the web string tied to Rabbit’s greens.” He
15 felt another. And

another. Anansi was

pulled three ways at
once.
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The webs were all extremely strong, and
Anansi’s friends all pulled at the same time.
Anansi could not move. Everyone pulled hard on
their friend’s legs. Anansi’s legs began to stretch.
They grew longer and thinner. Anansi tried pulling

back, but his legs got thinner still. Finally he
jumped into the brook, and the webs came off
his legs.

Anansi had sore legs for a long time. “Being
greedy is not a good idea after all,” thought
Anansi.

Today, all spiders still have eight long, skinny
legs to remind them to control their greed.

Usage Tip
“Being greedy is not a good idea after all,” thought
Anansi. (p. 20, line 9)
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I shouldn’t have eaten that cake after all. I was already
full, and now I'm really uncomfortable.

Your turn
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Word Bank
cleverness (n) [klevewnis] HAEH ; &4 ; 7540
The students were all impressed by the teacher’s
cleverness in teaching science.

greens (n) [grinz] #&IEiRE
You need to eat plenty of greens so that you will grow up
to be strong.

spin (v) [spm] M GER) -+ & ()  #5 (&)
This is the factory where they spin cotton into thread.
web (n) [web] (#¥)
We ran into many spider webs as we walked through the
forest.

mouthwatering (adj) ['mauf woteriy] < AZEHEHY
There are so many mouthwatering desserts to choose
from.

marvelous (adj) [‘marveles] FHY ; FEIPHY
We had a marvelous trip and saw many interesting
things.

district (n) ["distrikt] & - &g
Which district of the city do you live in?

fasten (v) [feson] ¥4: ; 1%
Her watch is firmly fastened to her wrist.

proceed (v) [pro’sid] (SFFERER) R
James was proceeding down the street when he ran into
an old friend.

tug (n) [tag]l (AF) #7 -3k
After Barrie gave the door a strong tug, it finally opened.
extremely (adv) [1k’strimli] #GE ; JFH
Sharon always gets extremely nervous before singing in
public.

brook (n) [bruk] /NZ - /NF
The kids went swimming in the brook behind their
parents’ house.

More Informatic
greed (n) [grid] &%
sniff (v) [snrf] "& - &
hog (n) [hog] 7%

Word Bank Focu:

clever (adj) [klever] BEBAEY ; (& IEY
Fanny is a very clever student and does very well in school.
cleverly (adv) [kleveli] BARHHE ; HEEHY
Marie handled a bad situation very cleverly, so everything turned out well.




