“Grandpa, look. It is snowing
outside.” said Granny Beck.

“No,” groaned Grandpa Mike. “I
wanted to take a walk. It was supposed to
be sunny today.” Grandpa frowned and
walked to the window. He looked
outside. It was a beautiful day.

“April Fool!” said Granny. “I fooled
you.” Grandpa Mike forgot it was the
first day of April when people like to
play harmless jokes on others. Then they
say, “April Fool!” Some adults pass the
salt instead of sugar to put in coffee.
“Yuck!” Children say, “Your shoe is
untied.” When people stop to tie their
shoe, the child says, “April Fool!”
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“You fooled me, Granny Beck,”
admitted Grandpa Mike. “But you did not
fool me like our friend in Korea does to
visitors in Korea. Do you remember what
he does?”

“Oh, yes,” laughed Granny. “He takes
guests out to dinner at a restaurant. Then
he orders pasta with squid ink in it. When
they eat it, their teeth and tongues turn
black. I had forgotten that people in other
places have joke days like we do.”

“April Fool’s Day is not a holiday that
people take off work. But, it is a day
when adults and children play silly jokes
on each other. In the USA, Germany,
Japan, Russia and many nations the jokes
last all day. In Canada, New Zealand,
South Africa and elsewhere the jokes
only last until noon. If someone plays a
joke after 12:00, people call them an
April fool. ”
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“In Belgium, children like to lock their
parents out of the house. They only let
them back in if the parents promise to
give them a treat later. In France and Italy
a favorite joke is to tack paper fish on
each other’s backs as a joke. Here, people
like to put notes like ‘kick me’ on
people’s backs.”

“How did April Fool’s Day get
started?”” asked Granny.

“Some people give credit to the
Iranians. They used to play jokes on the
Persian New Year, which was April 1st or
2nd. That was almost 2400 years ago.
Others say the jokes started when the
modern calendar was adopted about 400
years ago. New Year’s Day was moved
from April 1 to January 1. People who
celebrated on the wrong holiday were
teased and called April Fools.”
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“I know another April holiday that is
pretty funny,” said Granny. “It is called
Songkran. It is a special joke day in
Thailand. The people start their holiday
by washing statues of Buddha. Then they
start make jokes by splashing and
throwing water over each other. They u
water hoses, buckets of water, and squirt
guns in their water play. They soak
people, animals, cars and anything

* outside for to have fun and laughs.”

“Hey, what are you doing? You just
got me wet,” said Granny Beck. Grandpa
had flipped water on her from the sink.

“I was just playing like they do in
Thailand. April Fool, Grandma!”
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