54

E| o] talk show

Asparagus
Festivals

“The dragon’
shouted Granny Bec
“What are you talking ab
Grandpa Mike. %
“Look,” said Grann
is coming up. When I was
daddy teased me and told
dragon’s teeth. I was afraid to-
garden for fear I would get eaten.
“Asparagus season is starting,;’i; agreed
Grandpa. “If we lived in Califorhia, we
could go to the Stockton Asparagus
Festival. They have cooking
demonstrations and competitions. There
are asparagus eating contests with cash
prizes and lots of fun things to do.”
“Grandpa, California is far away and
flying is so expensive. You are dreaming
if you think we can go there.”
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“If we are dreaming,” said Grandpa,

“Let’s dream of going to England. There

are asparagus festivals in Cornwall, York,

Worcestershire, and West Brookfield. We
could go to Evesham, England, the home
of the British Asparagus Festival. We
would have all the asparagus we wanted,
and you could see your dragon. In
Evesham, the citizens celebrate St.
George’s birthday and asparagus at the
same time.”

“St. George killed a dragon in old

stories,” said Granny. “There are no drag-
ons to hunt. But we could hunt asparagus.

The tips of the plants look like teeth
coming out of the ground. I read that the
English are trying to make asparagus the
national symbol of England.”

Grandpa said, “Evesham invites the
queen to join the festival.”
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“But, she does not go. Instead, the city
sends asparagus to her. Large boxes of
asparagus are loaded into expensive cars.
Special drivers deliver the boxes to
Buckingham Palace and to the House of
Parliament in London.”

“They are serious about asparagus,”
said Granny.

“They are serious until after the

delivery to London. Then the people have
fun and play with their food for almost
months. They make asparagus floral
arrangements and sculptures. A group
called *Asparabuddies’ sponsors a race.
People run while flipping asparagus
f)iéincakes. Asparagus is served as a food
s a drink. People drink asparagus
/juice for medical reasons. They use
asparagus to make soap and even turn it
~ into toothpaste. It makes teeth turn green
until you rinse them well.”

added Granny.
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“The festival has an Asparagus King,” &4 _



“They call him Gus. King Gus wears
an asparagus crown as he tells children
stories about St. George and about
dragons and asparagus.”

Grandpa added, “The French, the
Italians and the Germans also have
asparagus festivals. Spargelzeit means
asparagus season in Germany. The
Germans eat mostly white asparagus.
They call is white gold’ because it is
expensive. They serve the vegetable with
almost every meal during Spargelzeit.
They grow more fresh asparagus than
almost anywhere in the world but still
buy asparagus from other countries.”

“Are you hungry for dragon’s teeth?”
asked Granny.

“Yes, but I am afraid,” answered
Grandpa.

“What are you afraid of?”

“I am afraid there is not enough
asparagus.”

“That means we get to share,” smiled
Granny.”

[t 11 08 0% & 2 E Mg [ & i d
(Gus) ° &5 H FEAEUE A KRRV 25 > |
YA B R R RERY R - B R AR
W o

mEmaaH : TEBLA ~ 2 RF AR
ERAGLAEBEAGE - E£EXCH -
Spargelzeiti’%ﬂ?%%ﬁ?@ o I N KEB57
RIZEEE - AR ERERE - fiEE
WE [HE] 2 - EREFER - B TH
—REA BRI AIIZ o TEEIAYE R E R
B2 o (HR ARG H AR SR
IMERE - ]

IR AR E R BRI © | WhdsRe -

Mg » (HREIEBHEC - | &ERM

[RPEOE 2

[ TfHRE HHNZ -

[RZR IR A FZT 1 45
ULESS A

o3

oy
foa

jedg | mous 02009 4




