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Grandpa Mike. SR
CHOCOLATE RAINS ON
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: can go see how candy is made.”
“Will the festival have chocolate
fountains?” asked Granny Beck. “I like to
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pick up fruit and marshmallows with
toothpicks. Then I hold them under the
chocolate as it rains down the fountain.”
“I hope so,” Grandpa Mike said. “I
know you would find one at one of the
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festivals in bigger cities. Our event is
small compared to them. There are a
number of big chocolate festivals in
January.”
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“What do you mean?”

“I was in Portland, Oregon and saw
ads for Chocolate Fest at the World
Forestry Center. The center teaches how
chocolate comes from trees and how it is
used to flavor everything from sweets to
meats. Over 8,000 people go to the
weekend event. Chocolate Celebrations
are held at the same time in January on
the east coast of the USA in Orlando,
Tampa and West Palm Beach in Florida.
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Almost 10,000 people attend each event.”

“Why do so many people go to these
events?” asked Granny. “What makes
them fun?”

“The festivals have vendor showcases
where people can buy their favorite
sweets. There are demonstrations by
famous pastry chefs. Cash prizes are

given for baking competitions. People are

entertained by crazy chocolate contests,
cookie stacking, and chocolate sculpting.
Festival planners hold classes on
chocolate history and about the math and
science of chocolate. They even teach

about how chocolate was taken into outer

space by astronauts to eat and drink.”
“That sounds like fun.”

“I would really like to go to the
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Du Chocolat’ in Shanghai, China. ”

“It is one of 20 worldwide chocolate
events over 5 continents that over
1,000,000 people attend. Some of the
other festivals are held in Paris, Bologne,
Seoul, Tokyo, New York and other
famous cities. Each of the events lasts 5
days. Over 200 international chefs and
pastry chefs and 160 chocolate exhibitors
help make the events really fun for
chocolate addicts. The event starts with a
Fashion Show. Models wear clothing
made of chocolate. Demonstrations are
held in booths that are decorated with
chocolate. Chocolate artists make edible
sculptures. Chocolate is 111 almést every
food and drink served at the ’Salon Du
Chocolat.’ : :
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