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Cinco de Mayo

A Mexican American Holiday

SK5n -$B1aTs

“La Cucaracha, La Cucaracha.” [La Cucaracha, La Cucaracha (U
“Granny, do you know what you are B - i) o |
singing?” asked Grandpa Mike. [958y » WRAENS AR 2 | RV ER AR
“It’s a Mexican song. [ am singing it R o
in honor of Cinco De Mayo, a Mexican MBS E RS - A TG A A
holiday,” answered Granny Beck. “There ~ B#5 AffimNE - 1| HEEgighdi o IR
is a sign in the park at the end of our ANREEME T FHS [5HEH
street. It says "Music, Food and Local 2%~ B R EUE R BREKWEE - ] S
Soccer Tournament on May 5.” That is HEfi > sH55% < |

Cinco de Mayo, the fifth of May.”



Grandpa Mike laughed. “Granny, you
are right. Cinco de Mayo does mean the
fifth of May. You are also right. La
Cucaracha is a song. It is a Mexican song
about a cockroach.”

“Ewww,” they both said together.

“I was singing about a cockroach? A
disgusting, filthy bug?” asked Granny.

“It 1s a lively funny song, Granny.
People will be singing all kinds of
Mexican songs for the holiday.”

“Why does our town celebrate a
Mexican holiday? Grandpa.”

Grandpa Mike said, “Many Mexicans
come to our country to get jobs. They
* come to our area to help our farmers and
to work in factories. They brought their
customs, music, food and even their
holidays with them. There are more
Mexicans living here than there used to
be. Many become American citizens.”
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“There were no Mexicans in the town
where I grew up,” commented Granny.
“Times have changed. As a child, I never
knew what a taco or burrito or other
Mexican food tasted like. Mexican food
is good.” ;

“Cities like Chicago, Los Angeles,
Denver and Houston have larger numbers
of Mexican-Americans. Cinco de Mayo
festivals are bigger there,” continued
Grandpa. They will have mariachi bands.
Mexican dancers will perform. Some
places will have big parades.”

“I know I always ask, Grandpa. But,
what is the holiday all about?”

Grandpa loved to talk about history.
He told her, “In 1862, the French army
attacked Mexico with an army of over
- 6000 professional soldiers. The French
 were beaten by a smaller number of |
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: Ever since, the people have celebrated REBLLIR » RSB EBEHUHRAY E’@ 2=
[ : the patriotism and pride of that day. The FERHBLESHRE o SEEAT H A BRI T ol
r holiday helps us learn about the gifts the vaEF N BEF MR SR EREY) - | %
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, country.” BMETREEESENSHEAREN 2
[ “So we celebrate this Cinco de Mayo AR B B R e i B 10 H &1 2 :
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’ Octoberfest to remember the Irish and %o [EEARKAEAZIA » BIUBE =
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If?‘} 4 “You are right, Granny,” laughed [ FerERz EEBYUEMATH 17 - 5H

. Grandpa Mike. “America is made up of FiE R o TRAMEE v o R0 2 R B AR

; people from all over the world. We are Wz > SR1% L5 EERBILE - |

, lucky to have many holidays that we can [ Fe = ARy » Wy - |

: enjoy.”

E “I have an idea for this holiday. Let’s

Q make tacos and a dessert called churros to

: /\ eat, and go watch the soccer teams play

on Cinco de Mayo.
“I like the way you think, Granny.”
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