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“Hi, Grandpa Mike. Did you see the

new neighbor putting up his Christmas (Y HI R BTG 2 |

lights?” [REREERT - HZ > B3y
“I did see the lights. But, they are not HO RO R MR A o T R IR A7 P

Christmas lights, Granny Beck. The Bfi > gk E BB REED - B V

lights are for Diwali, the Indian and T o AP B A ERE - B R
Hindu Festival of Lights. Look at their T RS o BB o Al T Tl
house. They have electric lights outside T FFERAIH » RERAEL - |
and clay lamps and candles in the ‘
windows. The neighbor said his wife was
putting special oil in the lamps to light

them after dark.”




“But they are not Hindus,” said
Granny. “The family goes to the church
down the street.”

“His wife’s parents live with them, and
they are Hindu. Besides, you do not have
to be Hindu to celebrate a holiday from
India. Many people around the world
celebrate the holiday. Last year even
President Obama invited people to come
to the White House to celebrate the
holiday.”

“Okay, Grandpa Mike. How did you
know that?”” asked Granny Beck.

“After the neighbor and I talked, I
looked the holiday up on my computer,”
admitted Grandpa.
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SRR ‘fH’indus and Buddhists celebrate the
: "triumph of good over evil at Diwali.
: Oth’;e’f;lndians celebrate the holiday like

Sy | we hold Thanks giving. It is like a harvest

A er’stivéilz.'ﬁ Pedp’le say prayers Qf thanks for
the b0unty they have and for the good

harvest. In India, Diwali is held at the

time of the rice harvest. The festival lasts

for five days. The first day of the festival,

they clean the house and decorate.

During the holiday, they play music and

dance. In India they even shoot off’
fireworks. But, they can only light
sparklers here. Theneig’hbor said that
during Diwali families get together for
special meals.”

“Please excuse me,” said Granny
Beck. “T will be right back, Grandpa.”
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Granny Beck went inside and came
back out with something in her hands.
She walked to the neighbor’s house and
knocked on the door. A little while later,
she was back with a smile on her face.

“Why did you go to the neighbor’s
house?” quizzed Grandpa.

“You said their holiday was a little like

our Thanksgiving and that they were
having a special meal. I took them a jar
of our jelly that we make each year. Our
neighbor’s wife was very happy. She said

that eating sweets is a special part of their

holiday. Her mother was fixing special
flat bread with lentils stuffed inside. It
smelled wonderful. Then when I gave

“them the jelly, they gave me this--”

Granny Beck put a bite of delicious

almond fudge candy into Grandpa Mike’s

mouth.
“Oh, Granny,” he said. “I do like
learning about new holidays.”
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