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“Grandpa Mike, I got a letter from M2 vifna® - FRINEN—H 2K B 28Iy
Taiwan. Our friends went to the Dragon & o IMVAH R Z 2 a6 o B2 E
Boat Festival. What kind of festival is TEE)R 2 |
that?” [T B AV REi H - KK&

“The Dragon Boat Festival is a really ERGERCRERVER T - AR kR =N L&
big holiday in Asia. People paint boats to FEELHS - BTl BEERBIEELNEE - H
look like dragons. They paint the drag- BERE TR ESOfE A AR5 E) - |
ons’ eyes in a special ceremony to make

them look alive. Some of the boats take
80 people to row them.”
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“That sounds like fun. Do the boats [HEREARAF hFDe - RSt EELER 2 ] B
race?” asked Granny Beck. H o5 o

“They do. The race is part of a story.” [E > FLBE A TR - | g

“You love stories, Grandpa Mike. Tell [BWHRE - IRREHET - FHE 5
me about it.” g e §

“Long ago a wise and respected man MR LAEG » RG2S
lived in China. He was a poet, and HeofhRFA WREE  BZTHBE S
government minister. People loved him. # o (R ALE RN D FARE - oE 2
But, he was unjustly banished. He felt so  FEHAEF » By LAkE T vl - |

bad that he jumped into the river.”
“Grandpa Mike, that is so sad.”
“The fishermen rushec
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boats to try to save hi
late, and they decided
dumplings wrappe:
(zongzi) in t
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“The real dragon boat races have a
drummer on each boat. The drumming,
zongzi, and other parts of the festival are
supposed to help keep away evil and
disease. But, mostly, the festival is just
for fun.”

“What are some of the other festivals
and boat races like?”

Grandpa Mike said, “Most are like the
ones in Taiwan. But, some are longer.
The longest race in the world takes over
38 hours. One race in China is even in
winter. It is an ice dragon boat race. In
Alice Springs in Australia, they have dry
boat races.”

“How can you have a dry boat race?”

“They live in the desert. It is too dry
for real boat races. The racers cut the
bottoms out of boats. They step into the
boats and hold the sides with their hands.
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Then they run, carrying the boats to the
finish line. If it rains, and there is water,
the boat race is cancelled.”

“How silly!”

“In Maine in the United States, people
carve large pumpkins and use them for
boats.”

“Grandpa Mike, you are teasing me.”

“Really, some pumpkins weigh over

1200 pounds, but they float! People paint

them like dragons and sit in them like
boats. They even race in the pumpkins.”
“Grandpa!”
“It is true, Granny Beck. Blit;;f”most

Dragon Boat Races use real boats like the
ones in Taiwan. I wish we were in Taiwan

with our friends at their Dragon Boat
Festival right now.”

“You know what, Grandpa Mike? So
do I.”
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