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Easter and
Easter Eggs
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Granny Beck. “We’re making Easter
baskets for our grandchild




But, Easter 1s extra spec 20 to
church in the morning. Then we come
home to eat dinner with our family. You
always have something special in the
afternoon. Will we have an Easter egg
hunt this year?”

“Oh, yes,” said Granny. “I dyed the
eggs different colors to hide around the
yard. You and I will hide the eggs before
everyone arrives. The children will have a
contest to see who can find the most eggs.
The winner will get a prize.”

“Did you count the eggs this year?”
asked Grandpa Mike. “Last year one egg
was not found until it began to smell
bad.”
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“I remember that,” said Granny. Then
she said something strange. “I bet there
are a lot of rotten eggs in Washington,
e

“Why would you say that?” asked
Grandpa.

“The President has large Easter egg
hunts outside the White House.
Thousands of eggs and candies are spread
out on the White House Lawn. Parents
bring their children to hunt the eggs.”

Granny continued, “Egg decorating,
egg hunts, candy eggs, Grandpa, why are
eggs so special at Easter?”

+  “People once believed eggs were a
sign of spring and fertility. I think it was
because new life appeared when eggs
hatched. Ancient Persians, Greeks and
Romans gave each other eggs to
celebrate festivals in the spring.
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Eggs are used by Jewish families
when they celebrate Passover, also in the
spring. Christian missionaries used eggs
to tell the story of Easter. The egg sym-
bolized the rock tomb that Christ

emerged from when he came back to life.

Catholics used to bring colored eggs to
church to be blessed before giving them
away.”

“Okay, that explains the eggs,” said
Granny. “But, why do we eat chocolate
bunnies?”

“Oh, Granny, I heard one funny story
about that. A mother dyed eggs for her
children, and then hid them in a nest
outside. Just as the children found the
eggs, a rabbit poppéd out and ran away.
The children believed the bunny brought
the eggs. That may never have happened,
but it is a good story, and I know almost
everyone likes chocolate, especially you
and our grandchildren.”
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