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“Grandpa Mike, stop playing the
dulcimer and fire up the grill,” called
Granny Beck. [Bwfes > TNEBRESET » £F
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“Father s Day‘ is not until next week, FTﬂEI?@ﬁZ“mQ%E ‘)EJ E"Jéﬁ3
the third Sunday in June,” said Grandpa. EEIR - | &3 4



“That is why we are celebrating
early,” laughed Granny. “We know you
bought tickets to take your dad to a
baseball game next week. The kids
wanted to do something special for you.
I did something special also. I made you
a cherry pie.”

“I love cherry pie!”

“The cherries came from the tree in
our front yard. That tree came from a tree
I planted with my father when I was a
little girl. Every time I look at that tree I
remember my own father.”

“Remembering fathers is what this
holiday is about,” said Grandpa.
“Father’s Day started over 100 years ago.
A woman in Spokane, Washington
wanted to honor her father. He had raised
six children on his own after his wife
died. Her city held a special day for
fathers. The idea spread from there to the
whole United States.”
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Granny Beck added, “Now the
day is celebrated around the world.
Costa Rica, Italy, Portugal and Spain
celebrate in March. Taiwan has Father’s
Day in August. Australia and New
Zealand celebrate in September. But,
India, South Africa, the United Kingdom
and Canada celebrate the holiday in June
when we do.”

Grandpa Mike said, “I learned that in

Canada, people honor fathers by wearing

red roses on Father’s Day if their fathers
are living. They wear white roses if they
are not. Canadians do something else
special. They wish "Happy Father’s Day’
to their grandfathers, stepfathers, uncles
and any other man who has acted like a

- loving father to them.”

“Grandpa, that is beautiful.”
Grandpa smiled and asked, “Do
children everywhere buy glfts f&r their

fathers?” -

“Almost everywhere,” said Granny.
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“Granny, I thought of something
funny.” ‘
“What is funny about Father Day
gifts?”

“When I was little, everyone gave

as gifts for Father’s Day. Dads wore 1
ugly ties to make their children happ ?
Can you imagine all the ugly tles fathers
around the world will be wearing if that
happens? ”

“Families still like to give gifts for
Father’s Day. In the United States
businesses love Father’s Day. People buy
shirts and ties, tools, sports equipment
and electronic gadgets for presents,” said
Granny Beck. “Children buy and make

cards and candy and more. In Chicago, an

outdoor theater 1s giving every /
free flashlight. They say, "Dads light up
the world.””

“Granny, we light up the world

because we are happy spending time with
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