“Grandpa Mike, put the bowl of candy

by the front door and turn on the porch
light. Children will not come to our
house to trick or treat unless the light is
on.”
*  “I already did both things. After all, it
is Halloween.”
“I love seeing the children in their
costumes,” Granny Beck said. “Did you
light the candle in the jack-’o-lantern that

our grandchildren carved?”
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“I did. The kids thought it was icky
when we cut the top off the pumpkin and

dug out the inside. But, they liked helping
carve a silly face into the side of the
pumpkin. The glow of the candle light
makes the face show up in the dark.”

Grandpa Mike sat down to wait for
trick- or- treaters. “I remember one time
when I was young,” he said. “I dressed up
as a pirate and took my little brother and
sister trick or treating. We knocked on
doors and yelled trick or treat. Then
people gave us candy.”

“Why didn’t your older brother go
with you?” asked Granny.

“When one woman asked ’Aren’t you
a little old to be asking for candy?’, he
took off his mask and went home. That
was the last time he went with us.”
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“Wow, a long time ago someone
would have played a mean trick on that
lady,” Granny stated. |

“You are right,” Grandpa Mike said.

“Long ago, Halloween was a scary
time. It was celebrated on the night
before a holy day called All Saints Day.
The night was called All Hallow’s Eve.
Superstitious people thought that real
ghosts, devils and witches roamed the
earth on that night. Some people dressed
up in costumes, so no one would know
who they were. They went door to door
and asked for treats. If families did not
give them something to eat, they played
nasty tricks on them. Then they blamed
the tricks on the devils and ghosts.”

“So that is why people say trick or
treat to ask for candy,” said Granny.

or treating?”

“What did your brother do instead of trick
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“He went to a Halloween party,” said
Grandpa.

“Halloween parties are fun,” said
Granny. “All of the children at my school
used to dress in costumes for Halloween.
We paraded around the school so every-
one could see all of the costumes. Then
we had parties in each classroom. Parents
brought treats for everyone.” Granny
liked to think about the days when she
worked as a teacher at a local school.

“A lot of adults like to go to
Halloween parties,” said Grandpa.
“Stores in America make a lot of money
selling Halloween costumes and decora-
tions so adults can dress up and act like
kids.”

“Speaking of kids, Grandpa, quit
eating the candy! Or there is not going to
be any left for the children who come to
our door.”
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