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“I love to read,” said Granny Beck.

f[r . She was sitting with the book she had just

’J finished. “I wish there was a hohday just
\j““  for reading. Then everyone, could take
/7] time to enjoy a favorite book.

“There is a reading holiday,” said
Grandpa Mike. He smiled. “It is called
_ International Children’s Book Day .....
“We were teachers,” responded
2 Granny Beck. “I should know about that
holiday.”

“I just learned about it myself,”
Grandpa Mike shook his head. “I am
embarrassed that I did not know about it.
A mother heard me tell the story of the

t Ugly Duckling. We talked after the pro-
F

gram. She said that her son was born on
April 2, the birthday of Hans Christian
Anderson. Anderson wrote The Ugly
Duckling and many other famous chil-
dren’s stories. His folktales have been

“What does that have to do with a
reading holiday?” asked Granny Beck.
“The mother told me the holiday is

| translated into over 150 languages.”

It started in 1925.”
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; called International Children’s Book Day.
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ple do? Is it different in every country?”
“I have been reading about that holi-

: day. One thing is the same everywhere.

" Parents “enb(‘)urage their children to read.

| ltisa good excuse for children to ask

their parents and grandparents to buy
them new books.” y -
“And take them to the library,” inter-

rupted Granny Beck. “That 1S one ofmy
favorite things to do with our grandchil-

dren.”

invite guest authors, illustrators arl,d"eVen': ‘

storytellers to give programs forayoung
said Grandpa Mike.
“There is a worldwide group that

children,”

sponsors Internatlonal Chrldren s Book
Day. It has member groups in about e
countries. Each group sponsors readmg
events on April 2. |
“Even in China?” asked Granny Beck.

“How do they celebrate? What do peo-

“Libraries do celebrate the day. They |
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“China, the United States and all
over,” said Grandpa Mike. “Different
countries hold their own events. Some
host writing competltlons and give book
awards in honor of the hohday One
country hosts a large international meet-
ing each year. In 2011, the meeting will
be sponsored by a country called
Estonia.” Grandpa Mike liked it when

Granny Beck let him tell her new thlngsi,

he had learned. “Smaller groups hold
their own celebrations.”

“Let’s hold our own book party for our

grandchildren to celebrate Internatlonal

Children’s Book Day suggested Granny
Beck. “They can invite their frlends and

you can tell stories.”
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What a great idea,” agreed Grandpa A

Mike. “I love any occasion to tell sto-
ries.”
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