v %[0 talk shou]
aple

Festivals #i

“Granny, Let’s go to Funk’s Grove,” [ 954 » FMECEREDE o 1 20]
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sap. The sap runs into plastic bags. Inthe 71 o By T S K B EHAE

old days people caught it in wooden
kets. The sap is used to make maple



“The sap runs best when the weather 1s
warm during the day and freezing at
night,” commented Grandpa. “It takes
about 40 gallons of sap to make one
gallon of maple syrup.”

“I like to eat maple flavored treats,
hike the trails, watch syrup making and
listen to local musicians,” said Granny.
“Are there other syrup making events like
ours?”

“People have gotten together to make
syrup ever since Native Americans
showed European settlers how to make it
in the 1680’s,” said Grandpa. The Native
Americans cut a V in the trees then
caught the sap. They showed settlers how
to drink it for nutrition, how to make
syrup and how to use it like sugar. People
come out every year when the sap runs
when the trees are tapped.”

“I like to watch syrup being made in

the old fashioned way,” commented
Granny. “But what else 1s thegé&
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“Runners race on snowshoes. There
are log sawing competitions, cooking
demonstrations, pancake eating contests,
horse and sleigh rides, dog shows,
antique auto shows, toy shows, petting
z00s, quilt shows and old time crafts.”

“Old time crafts?”

Grandpa added, “There is
woodcarving, candle making, spinning
and weaving, rope making, old time
music, and there are always vendors.
There are over 100 Maple Syrup Festivals
across North America to provide food
and good fun for families. The festivals
are one of the first signs of spring.”

“How big are the festivals?” asked
Granny. ,

“Some are small, but some are huge.
The largest festival is in Ontario Canada.
It started in 1965. Organizers planned for
2,500 attendees. Instead they had 10,000.”
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“In 2000 over 66,000 attended from as

far away as Australia, Europe and
Mexico, as well as from Canada and the
USA.”

“Does the USA make the most
syrup?” asked Granny?

“No,” answered Grandpa Mike.
“Canada makes 80% of the maple syrup
in the world. Most of the rest comes
from the USA. A tiny spot comes from
Japan and Korea.”

“Spot! That is the word I was thinking
of. I want some SPOTZA,” said Granny.
“SPOTZA?” questioned Grandpa.

“Yes! The workers at Funk’s Grove
boil maple syrup to make it thick and
pour it over ice to make a soft clear taffy
called SPOTZA. The name comes from
early America and means spot on the
snow. Would you like to share a spot on
the snow with me?”

“Yes, if you let me buy maple syrup
for my pancakes.”
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