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“Grandpa Mlke Why are your thumbs [EE R AR - IR (BB I RMHETE
in your armpits? And why are you - ERT 2 XRHE—E BT REREYF
flapping your elbows up and down?” ~ ff 2 |

“You caught me, Granny Beck. I was M Ran 2 T » H il - MR
trying to remember how to do the FEE kAR o |
chicken dance.” MRS S ml S P PR RS » |

“Why do you want to remember the FToAETREIT - HAH S s e -
chicken dance?” FIIRFERIF—EC Bk 2% - |

_ “Oktoberfest will soon be here. I want [MEHAELIH - |
to be ready to dance with you.” €2

“But it is only September.”




“Oktoberfest starts in September in
Germany and usually ends on the first
Sunday in October. I don’t know yet
when our town will celebrate the
holiday.” :

“How do people celebrate
Oktoberfest?”” asked Granny Beck.

“People like to party,” answered
Grandpa. “Oktoberfest started as a
wedding party for a German Bavarian
prince. That was over 200 years ago. The
people held a parade, drank beer, danced
and raced horses at the Prince’s party.
Today, millions of people still celebrate
Oktoberfest around the whole world.
People do a lot of fun things. They sing
and play German music. They eat
German food. They even dance German
dances.”
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“Like the chicken dance?” asked
Granny Beck.

“I think that was an American
invention,” said Grandpa. “Germans do
tﬁe‘mﬁolka and slap dances.”

«“Slap dances?” :

“They are fun to watch,” said
Grandpa. “The men wear leather shorts
called lederhosen. They play games and
do dances with lots of kicking and
slapping. Yodel eh ee hoo!”

“What was that? Grandpa?”

“That was a yodel, a special way of
singing. Sometimes the men sing and
yodel as well as dance. They even hold
yodeling contests.”

“How do we celebrate Oktoberfest?”

“Parties in our town always serve

“ German foods, like sauerkraut, sour cab-

sausage. _One'\city in Ohio served over
{};80,00‘() bratwursts last year. The same city

~ had 48,000 people dancing the chicken

dance all at one time.

Ry
[ B R B ARARY > | &

[ BlAnEESE 2 |

gra o [TEE A Sk REE RIS - |

EisEdE

[BEARBEEBEREH - | HE
o TBAGE LICEE LM - i Eic
WY - RRES T IFSL BIRR R AAFTHIE)
E o WhEgi e |

[ERER > FRTEAL AR 2 |

[ — e (L WG 5 R 1 s R TR
% o BN - BABR T BkEE - BHegngiik
BuE R RS R EE - TSR EEE
RS AR OB FLEE -

R BB 10 H A 2 ]

[ Fe 88 L ay iRk & ftEfE R R

By - BIANTE B ZS  PE A S o 2 M

AR » KR T A8 E iy R
W o 6 —FRhiE— A 48 8 T ARl
TEBREESE -



AC“Y in Oklahorﬁfé holds barrel races.
People cut the tops and bottoms off -~ 4

barrels. They step inside, hold up the
barrels and run. Some places have
parades and carnivals with rides and

booths.”
- *One of my favorite parts of the
holiday is the music,” said Granny. “I
~love to listen to the bands and watch the

people do the polka. It is such fun when
children, parenfs and old people all go to
parks aijd parties to have fun together.
The air fills with their laughter, music and
noise.”

“Speaking of noise, do you want to
hear me yodel again?” asked Grandpa
Mike.

“I don’t think so,” laughed Granny.
“I’d rather join you in the chicken
dance.”
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