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“Hi, Eleni. Do you want to go to see (W > AEEE o (RAEEBE W AR

pumpkin chucking?” asked Grandpa G 2 | KA ERERM
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“What is pumpkin chucking, AT

Grandpa?” asked nine year-old Eleni. SR R IPNG SRR RS ]
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and go almost 3/4 of a mile.” 4 i
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“No, honey. The good pumpkins are
canned to be eaten. The pumpkins that
cannot be eaten are carved or painted or
used in the chucking contests.”

“After the festival, the bad pumpkins
are made into feed for pigs, dogs and
chickens. Most of the pumpkins eaten in
America are grown in our state. Our local
town of Morton, Illinois makes 85% of
the canned pumpkin in the world.”

“Do pumpkins grow in other places?”
asked Eleni.

“The first pumpkins were found a few
thousand years ago in Central America.
Now they grow everywhere except
Antarctica. Most come from the USA,
Canada, India and China. There are
pumpkin festivals all across the USA,
Australia, Canada, Europe and South
Africa.”

“Grandpa, what do people do at
pumpkin festivals?”

“Cities in New Hampshire and Illinois
each try to see who can have the most
carved pumpkins with lights in them.
They stack them to make towers as high
as 45 feet.”
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“Illinois won with 30,919 carved
pumpkins in 2012. They also have
pumpkin basketball and pumpkin
bowling. There are kids’ costume
parades, fireworks, hayrides, pie making
and pumpkin weigh offs. Champion
pumpkins can weigh over 2000 pounds.”
“That is bigger than me.”
“Thaﬁpﬁmpkins are so large in

_ Vermont that people carve them and use

them for boats. They race each other.
There is a festival in Florida where
people carve pumpkins under water while
snorkeling,” said Grandpa. “The largest
festival in the world in Germany has over
400,000 pumpkins. They make huge art
decorations with pumpkins and squash -
like giant whales and dinosaurs.
Pumpkins are a member of the squash
family.”

“Don’t people just eat pumpkins in
pies?”
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“Pumpkins are used to re&gups,
pies, and breads. The flower of the fruit
can be fried. The Chinese cook the leaves
like vegetables and make congee from the
meat of the pumpkin. The Swiss make
balls with pumpkin and flour and boil
them. The Australians roast them with
meat. Italians stuff pumpkin into ravioli.
Even the seeds are roasted and eaten as
healthy snacks. Germans called pumpkins
a poor man’s food. Pumpkins are a cheap
way to feed the hungry.”

“Now you are making sense,” said
Eleni. “Grandpa, let’s go to the festival
and eat pumpkin pie.”

“Did you know that people eat over 50
million pumpkin pies a year and that the
largest pumpkin pie ever made was over
five feet wide?”

“Grandpa!”

“Did you know that people once
thought pumpkins could remove freckles
and cure snake bites?” ‘

“Grandpa,” said Eleni. “Qu‘it teasing
me, and take me to the pumpkin festival.”
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