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“Grandma, why are you cutting up
that shirt?”” Granny Beck was sitting on
the floor with scissors in her hands.

“My friends and I are recycling old
shirts to make Valor Quilts. We are
making quilts for wounded soldiers.
When soldiers get hurt, it is better to be
given a colorful warm quilt instead of a
rough wool blanket. We want to have the
quilts done by Veteran’s Day.”

“Why by Veteran’s Day?” asked
Grandpa.
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“Veteran’s Day is a holiday when we
honor people in the military who help
serve our country.”

“I am proud of you, Granny. It is
important to show veterans that we
appreciate them. On that day many peo-
ple watch Veteran’s Day Parades.
Restaurants offer veterans free meals.
Workers get the day off in honor of our
soldiers. But what you are doing is really
beautiful.”

“Thank you Grandpa. I heard that
Veteran’s Day has other names. Is that
true?”

“The day was once called Armistice
Day or Remembrance Day. It was meant
to be a day to promote world peace.
Ceremonies were first held at the 11th
hour of the 11th day of the 11th month in
1919, exactly one year after World War I
officially ended.”
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“The American government changed
the name to Veteran’s day in
1954.”Grandpa Mike continued, “France,
Germany, Ireland, Italy and South Africa
also celebrate Veteran’s Day. Canada,
Australia and Great Britain still refer to
their holidays as Remembrance Day. All
of them honor service members on
November 11 or on the Sunday closest to
that date. Norway celebrates the holiday
too. But, they celebrate in May.”

Granny said, “Our quilt guild made the
larger quilts to send overseas. I would
like to make a few lap quilts to give away
to veterans at the retirement home. It
helps me remember my father. He served
in the military during World War I1.”
“Did he fight in the war?”
“No, he was a carpenter. He built
military bases ¢ i
countries in
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“I know that,” said Grandpa Mike.
“And we remember them in many
different ways. Some families attend
special church services. Some visit
veterans at military hospitals and in
nursing homes. Veterans like to know
they are remembered and appreciated.

At work, we send care packages with
things to help soldiers and signed cards to
tell them they were remembered.”

“Will you do anything special for
Veteran’s Day this year, Grandpa?” asked
Granny Beck.

“Yes,” laughed Grandpa Mike. “I am
writing a story to remind families to
remember our veterans.”
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