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Grandpa Mike
asked, “Do you want some watermelon?”

“I would love some,” answered
Granny Beck. “What made you think of
buying:a watermelon?” =
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“That is funny..A big watermelon ~ *
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The sale of the melons helps support the
Wright Foundation. They educate
children about flying. Besides eating
melons, people go hang gliding and take
airplane rides at their festival.”

Grandpa said, “The first watermelon
festival came from Africa. Now more
than 700 varieties grow all over the
world. There are watermelon festivals all
across America. Korea, China and Turkey
have festivals also. Melons grow best in
warmer climates. But even Ontario,
Canada has a festival to celebrate the
delicious fruit.”

“Vegetable,” corrected Granny.
“Scientists say it can be a fruit or a
vegetable. Most people eat the inside like

a fruit. But, in China, people pickle and
eat the outside or rind of the melon also.
In some southeastern states of the US,
they make sweet watermelon rind
preserves to eat on toast at breakfast

People like to eat melons. They are cheap ‘

to buy, unless you live in Ch1pley, Florida.”
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“Why are their melons more costly?”

“The city auctions off melons to raise
money to pay for their annual festival.
One melon sold for $10,000. The festival
has been going on for nearly 60 years.”

“I hope the expensive melon did not
get wasted.”

Grandpa said, “A festival in Australia
does not waste any melons. Even the bad
melons are used. They are chopped up.
People slide on them and pretend to swim
through them. Americans play with
melons too. In Atlanta, Georgia,
volunteers smear grease on melons,
making them hard to hold. Runners who
drop their melons are out of the race.”

“Lincoln, Illinois has a watermelon
seed spitting contest,” said Granny.
“Abraham Lincoln once christened the
town by spitting a mouth full of
watermelon juice when the town was
named after him.”
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Grandpa got serious for a moment. “I
think my very favorite watermelon
festival is the Green and Red Festival in
Jerusalem. Jews and Arabs live inside the
walls of that great city. Despite living
and working side by side, they often do
not get along. The festival begins when
people from both groups begin bringing
out watermelons, cheeses and pastries to
eat. Musicians play, and people dance
and sing in a large wooden building.

The singing and friendship and eating of
watermelon flows through the streets. It is
hard to hate or fight someone when you
eat, play and sing together. An Israeli
student said, ‘The festival is what the city
needs. Watermelon is a fruit that both
Israelis and Arabs enjoy. When you eat
watermelon, you never eat alone.’”
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