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“Granny, sothing smells like fish,”
said Grandpa Mike.
“That is because I am cooking fish,”

answered Granny Beck. “I am cooking it
in honor of fish festivals around the
world.”

“Granny, it is February. It is too cold
for fishing,” said Grandpa.
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“That’s what you think. Our son is

taking his family to a fishing festival in

Walker, Minnesota. There is another
festival in Lake Alice, Wisconsin. My
father lived near there when he was a boy.
He liked to catch fish in the winter.”

“It doesn’t sound like fun, sitting on
cold ice and waiting to pull up a fish from
a dark hole. Besides, I fell through the ice
when I was a boy at winter camp in
Wisconsin. I was skating with friends at
night and fell into one of those fishing
holes.”

“You obviously survived since you are
here. Besides, people can sit inside small
houses and heated tents while they fish. If
you don’t like fishing, there are other
things to do like ice sculpting with
chainsaws, listening to music, dancing on
snowshoes, eating chili and drinking hot
chocolate and more,” said Grandma
excitedly. “Read this,” she added.
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Grandpa read about auto and
motorcycle races on the thick lake ice.
There was going to be a Broom Hockey
Tournament. People ran on the ice using
brooms instead of hockey sticks to play
hockey. Then Grandpa looked up other
winter fish festivals.

“Granny, this is so neat. [ want to go
here sometime. In Inje, Korea they hold a
huge ice fishing festival. They have
inner-tube bowling, ice soccer, sledding,
race-walking on ice, folk games and
winter kite flying. This is in addition to
fishing and eating.”

Grandma learned about a Chinese Fish
festival in Beijing. People come from
over 80 countries. But, that festival is for
buying and selling fishing equipment, not
to serve fish and play games.
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A festival in Bremen, Germany made
Grandpa smile. “I like this festival. It is
indoors. Like in China, they sell fishing
equipment. But they also serve every kind
of fish to eat. Besides, it is warm inside,
even in February,” laughed Grandpa
Mike.

Granny said, “There are fish festivals
in warm places in February. We could go
to the Chopa Fishing Festival in Puerto
Rico.”

“Or catch catfish with our bare hands
at the Argungu Fishing Festival in
Nigeria,” teased Grandpa. “35,000 people
attend that festival in Africa each year.
They compete for cash prizes.”

“Or we could go to the Fish Taco
Cook Off in Mexico,” said Granny.

“Or we could go eat the fish that you
made and snuggle by our fireplace,”
suggested Grandpa. “All this talk of fish
festivals has made me hungry.”
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